Among the losses, which the School of French Medicine has of recent years had cause to deplore, there is perhaps none which will be more He, however, quickly recovered, and was then conveyed home; but he positively refused to see any medical friend, and even forbad that his children, who were in the country at the time, should be informed of his illness.
I saw him next day; he was in bed, but quite tranquil and composed; he mentioned every thing that had happened on the preceding day, and expressed his opinion that he would be well again soon, especially if he could induce a crisis either by the kidneys or by the skin. I urged him to see the physician* under whose care, two years before, he had recovered from a severe pneumonia, and pressed upon him the imprudence of prescribing for himself; but all was vain. I mentioned to him two cases, which I had seen the day before, of pu^* monary congestion, where prompt and decided relief was obtained by bleeding 5 but nothing would make him yield to my wishes.
Next day, when I called, I was told that he did not wish to see any one: bis son informed me that he had perspired freely, that the urine was copious, and that he had expectorated several sputa tinged with blood; this symptom, ho^* ever, he did not seem to think of any consequence.
On the Friday he still declined any visits, and his state, from his son's account, seems to have been nearly the same as before. On the forenoon of the following day, however, I was admitted to see him; he was lying on a sofa in his study, surrounded by his children. He was in an excited state; he spoke in a short hurried manner, and his features were a good deal altered; the pulse was rapid. I was shewn a clot of nearly pure blood, which he had just expec" They at once observed a marked change in his appearance; his features were much altered, and his ideas were evidently confused. He complained much ?f thirst, and the calls to pass urine were very frequent?every time that they ^turned, he got up and walked to an adjoining cabinet in the passage. When I saw him between one and two o'clock, his eyes were fixed, the mouth was de- formed, and his speech was difficult and indistinct; he was now so weak that his son and I were obliged to assist him into bed, after passing water in the standing position.
The symptoms became rapidly -worse; the breathing being more and more embarrassed, and the expectoration scanty. At seven M. Andral was again called, and ordered a blister to be applied on each thigh, a sinapism on the chest, ?nd an antispasmodic draught to be taken frequently; but every thing proved ineffectual, and he expired about eleven o'clock."
As a matter of course, funeral orations were pronounced over the grave of the deceased. M. Roux, the well known chief-surgeon of the Hotel Dieu, was the first to address the audience.
" Since the loss," said he, by the comparative examination of the heart in the human subject and in quadrupeds, and by studying the arrangement of the muscular tissue of the organ itself, to conclude that the heart turns upon itself or rather becomes twisted (se tordait) during its systole, and untwisted (se detordait) during its diastole. This circumstance I have been able to ascertain, 1, in animals, by ex- posing the heart and planting in it long needles, which were then observed to describe a quarter of a circle at each contraction; and 2, in the human subject, especially when the person is very lean, and has hypertrophy of the heart, by placing the forefinger of each hand on the precordial region, where the pulsations of the heart are felt; for then the finger that is nearest to the sternum will be observed always to feel the impulsion first.
The movements of the heart consist, 17. In carnivorous animals, the teeth are strong, curved, and pointed, for the purpose of tearing and dividing the flesh on which they feed. In the frugivorous tribe they are sharp, flattened, and so arranged as to cut and grind the substances placed between them. In the herbivorous and granivorous tribes, they have a cuboid form, and are adapted to bruise the food by their broad uneven surfaces. In man, who is omnivorous, we observe these various forms combined together.
18. The chyme, as it is formed in the stomach, passes through the pylorus into the duodenum, where it is mixed with the bile, pancreatic and intestinal juices, and is gradually separated into chyle and feculent matter.
19. The strength of the walls of the stomach is in general inversely as the development of the masticatory organs, and the facility with which the food Is digested. The solvent power of the gastric juice is also inversely as the amount or degree of the other forces which assist in the digestion of the food. The gastric juice in carnivorous animals is very different from that in the herbi- Cranium.?The integuments being divided from before backwards along the median line, the soft parts over the occiput and thence to the forehead and temples were found to be infiltrated with blood: the infiltration was consider* able in the posterior portion of the occipito-frontalis muscle. The two flaps ?| integuments being folded down on each side, the saw was applied in the usual place, and the cranial bones divided. The violence of the blow, with which the head came against the ground, must have been extreme, as we may judge fro'? the severity of the injuries inflicted. The lambdoidal, the left squamous and mastoid, the sphenoid, and the two spheno-petrous sutures, were all partially disunited. The cranium was fractured in numerous places. One fracture, he* ginning at the right side of the lambdoidal suture, passed a little above the p?s' terior and inferior angle of the parietal bone, and extended into the tempor^ fossa, as far as the great ala of the sphenoid. Another, starting from the W side of the same suture, divided the parietal bone, from behind forwards, alon? one-half of its length, and had also separated the squamous portion of the ten?' poral from the rest of this bone. The squamous suture being disunited, tbi? portion of the temporal bone was quite isolated, and adhered only to the so' parts. A third fracture divided in a transverse direction the sphenoid bone o? the level of the sella turcica.
On removing the calvarium, the anterior and inferior portion of the cerebrud1' as far back as the fissures of Silvius, was found reduced to a reddish pulp ?\ detritus. There was much sanguineous effusion under the arachnoid membrane ? a few drops also of bloody serosity were found in the ventricles. One of th optic nerves was fairly divided across. All the other organs of the body wer, perfectly sound, with the exception of the lungs, which were so much gorge with dark blood that their tissue almost resembled that of the spleen.
